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28 May 1980

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
Staff Meeting Minutes of 28 May 1980 25x%1

Mr. Carlucci chaired the meeting.[::::]

McMahon expressed concern re the Director's 23 May memorandum to
him and|  |on providing intelligence support to American business
via the Department of Commerce. McMahon pointed up the potential for
illegalities, for example, if the DDO should attempt to acquire data S5%1
on bids by foreign companies made in competition with U.S. companies
on projects abroad. [:%:::::::]agreed re a potential for legal problems.
McMahon said also that DDO resources are already burdened with other
priorities. Zellmer, however, said his interpretation of the Director's
memorandum was less literal. Mr. Carlucci asked McMahon andl  [to 2s5x1
coordinate with O0GC and advise the Director on specific problem areas.

25X1

25X1

25X1

McMahon said word is that the environment
and mode of operations by militants in Teheran is no different today than
prior to the rescue operation, an indication that most of the American
hostages may not have been dispersed to other locations. Relatedly, Mr.
Carlucci called attention to Philip Taubman's 25 May column, "Doubt Is
Raised About Dispersal Of The Captives," in the New York Times (attached) 2sx1
and expressed his concern re Administration officials addressing this
matter openly. | |

| | Mr. Carlucci said he hopes our staffs are properly 25%1
advised and noted such open discussion by U.S. officials reduces credi-

bility with our allies.

25X1

Hetu said the editors of the Boston Globe and Minneapolis
Tribune will meet today with Lloyd Cutler to discuss the journalist-
government relationship. He said the Director has asked and Cutler has
agreed that Hetu sit in on the discussion. Hitz opined that discussion is
likely to focus sharply on the Moynihan Amendment. Mr. Carlucci advised
that Cutler be provided beforehand with our views, e.g., a copy of a letter
drafted recently for the Director's signature to Arthur Sulzberger, Chairman
of the Board, New York Times. Hetu said the Director is not yet satisfied
with the letter's content. Mr. Carlucci advised alternatively that Hitz 25X%1
and[  |pull something together for Cutler via Hetu.[J/] 25%1

Hetu noted ABC TV will air a three-part presentation on CIA beginning
at 7:00 p.m. today. Included will be a Brit Hume interview of Mr. Carlucci
and a Ted Koppel interview of former DCI Helms. _In response to Mr. Carlucci's
query, Hetu said he will tape the presentations. 25x1
25%X1
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Clarke called attention to the Evans-Novak column, "What Did Happen
at Sverdlovsk?" in today's Washington Post (attached) and growing attention
being given on the Hill to the Sverdlovsk incident. He said HPSCI Subcom-
mittee Chairman Aspin has scheduled a 29 May open session at which a
Soviet emigre will testify; a closed session is to follow with testimony
from DIA and State. Hitz said has already appealed to the
HPSCI Staff on the dangers of an open hearing and that State and ACDA have
registered their concerns as well. Clarke said growing public attention
to this subject is 1ikely to do us no good.[ = | 25%1

25X1

Hitz noted Mr. Carlucci will be accompanied by Dirks in his meeting
today with Representative Burlison. Hitz said also he is apprehensive
about the Congressional outcome of S. 2284 on 3 June, specifically the
handling of oversight language despite the President's advice to Repre-
sentative Boland that Tanguage which strays from that which was agreed
upon by the Administration would not receive his signature. Mr.
Carlucci expressed his concern also noting, for example, that even the
slightest manipulation of FOIA language could render the amendment useless.
Relatedly, Mr. Carlucci asked Hitz to get a current reading on the strength
of Agency support on the Hill. (Action: OLC)[:::::] 25%1

Briggs said the recent session conducted by OGC{:::::;]to provide 2oxd
guidance to IG officers on implementing E.0. 12036 was most helpful. He 25%1
noted, for example, the session pointed up that E.0. 12036 provides more

"flexibility" than he and his officers had rea]ized.[:::::fﬁ 25%1

Wortman reported a security compromise which recently occurred in
the handling of FOIA requests. He said a DDO cable containing personnel
data was provided to Agee because it was filed inadvertently with unsanitized
vis-a-vis sanitized documents. said, however, that the breach of
security was relatively minor. Wortman said he is looking into ways for 25%1
preventing such errors in the future, but underscored his concern that the
paper volume and rush to satisfy FOIA requests engenders increased potential
for such errors.[::::::] 25%1

25X1
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Doubt s Raised -
About Dispersal
“OF tiie Captz ves

T
‘' By PHILIPTAUBMAN"
" Speciaito TheNew York Times v .,

]
/

t =X The Carter

WASHINGTON; May 24 =&
Administration =:, believes s that.; most .
American Fostages in Iran have not been .
dispersed ag their captors report and that -
esstul rescue attempt last month”
are béing returned. [ N T Ty
" Although the Administration lacks con- -
clusive preof, senior officials say that the
‘majority of the hostages never left the
em com s

Teheran.: - - -

tion reaching the United States
throu diplomatic_.and - -intelligence
channels indicates that dispersal of the
hostages presented major security and
logistical probiems for the militants who
have held them captive since Nov. 4.

‘Not & Factor Outside Teheran®

“The militants are just ot a factor out- |

i side Teheran,’” a senior American official
said. “*Once they move outside the tightly
controlled zrounds of the‘American Em-
bassy compound in Teheran. they can’tbe
sure of getting their way: T - T
News of the whereabo-ats'and condition
of the hostages has been limited since the
rescue mission, which was halted April 24

N

‘| moved there is undetermined, but the of-

those:remaved: from: Teherati-after: the |8

17 Still ‘another offici

| HANSpOTting, feedin
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amnounced, the militants have reported
that tF~ hostages were being held in 15
Cities and towns. Fragmentary accounts
reaching the West described the move-
ment of hostages to provincial cities, in-
cluding Zenjan, Meshed and Tabriz. . ;
: Theonly transfer that the United States
has. been able to:confirm, the officials!
said, was to Tabriz. The exact number

ficials said the total was apparently less
thanls. ... i T .
! “The other reported moves appear to be
2 smokescreen;:: another- official: said,
adding: “There. is no ‘hard’ evidence. of
‘pther hostage movements: . What-evi-
ence we do have tends to disprove. an-
have been scat-

RO o
! al’ said that ‘‘it’s

pever made any sense’’ for the militants
to move the hostages-from the em
compound. ‘“All' the power they have de-
rives from their ability to hold the hos-
tages, and that ability. is threatened as
soon as they leave the embassy; which is
their fortress,’’ he explained. - -

i Available evidence indicates that most
-of the militants come from Teheran — a
. big advantage in arranging for supplies
.to support the embassy takeover. The

embassy compound, according to the offi-
cials, also gives the militants a relatively
small, walled area to defend and control,

! . " Support Lacking Outside Teheran

{ Similaradvantages do not exist outside |
-Teheran, the officials say. “It's ot easy
g and guarding cap-
you lack active Support within |
an American intelligence
e militants simply don’t

nouncements that. they

- ives when
, a commuuty,”’
official said.

- failures. A“«,, 2 RN ] ,Eri?.;:g‘ﬁ e e
With the exception of letters dated be-:

fore ‘April 24, familjes;nt'the hostages

have received no messages from them:
since the rescue attempt,,
State Department officials,

ort, .

‘beenr removed and would be scattered to
prevent further rescue attempts. . .-l
In the weeks since the:dispersal. was
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:  Eave thatsupport outside Teheran.
in the desert 200 miies scutheast of Tehe- ) | 3"3—7—%——_,. L
s s : ;. Asfar as'the Administration ANOWS, N0
ot hellouptar | mechanical

‘militants holding the Aicrican Embassy. j§er8eant, said they

announced: that. their 50 -hostages had

EES

'“peutral observers have seen

BEU the hostages
Usitice the rescue attempt. R

od Cross offi.
cials who visited the compound several
pweeks before the rescue effort said the
;{:mtag&s appeared .to be in reasonably,
agood condition, - ik oL ;
-The parents of one
irgil Sickmann, a:

bostage, Rodney
22-year-old Marine
tried: to call their son
;at'the-embassy last week but were told
sthat he was ‘‘far, far away.”" - e
% Last week the militants demanded that
,i.!axe new Parliament.vote to put the hos-
Aages on trial as spies and binted that
Jhey would defy any other decision. The
rannouncement was issued in Zenjan, one
fot-the provincial cities where hostages
yfveresaidtobe'he!d. T ey
& In discussing the doubts about disper-
Eal of the hostages, White House officials
;have acknowledged that President Car.
cier asked the Defense Department to pre-
,pare for another rescue attempt if a feasi-
ibleplancoulgbedgigned. e e
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-fare, a finding that now confronts Secre-

.ton,” site of the biological warfare labo-

- new questions linking Soviet violation o
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-

What Did Happen at Sverdlovsk?:

Rowland Evans dnd Robert Novak |

——— e -

One day recently President Carter re-
ceived and read a ‘devastating intelli-

genve report that appears to elifminaie;

allimngering doubt that he 1979 Sverd-
lovsk expiosion resulted from germ war-

iary of State Edmund Muskie with a
hard test of his US.Soviet policy. "~
1a chilling detail, the report states; on
the strength of aswide number of intelli-
gence sources; that the “first casualties
were a fairty large number of male {mili.
tary] reservists at the military instaliza)

ratory that mysteriously éxploded ' in
April 1979. The report says the - come
mander o1 the military installation cor-
niitied suicide and that Defense Minister
Dmiiriy Ustinov made an unannounced
inspection two weeksafter the explosion.

Tae Carter adminisiration admitted on
JMarch 13 that it suspected Soviet germ

wvarfare experimentation after prelimi-|

nary teports of the deadly accident fik
tered through Soviet secrecy to the West.
Now, Muskie confroats two choices:
charge the Russians with violating the
1975 treaty banning germ warfare ex-

. talk about the Sverdiovsk explosion

perjmentation or production, ar sweep

it under the rug at a time of heightene

U.S-Soviet tensions. : e
Complicating the answer are grave

the uneniorceable germ wariare treaty
to American efforts to verify Soviet come,
pliance with treaties on strategic arms
limitation and nuclear testing. U.S, skep-f
tics have always warned that- without|
verification, Moscow will cheat the US
blind. Also at stake, as the untutored
Muskie comes to grips with American
policy toward the Soviet Union, are spe-
cifiec~but unpublicized-——demands of
U.S. iriends for immediate international
policing to force compliance with the
germ warfare treaty. ’ -

This effort is being led by Sweden,
which with other European states has
reacted with understandable horror to
the mysterious Sverdlovsk disaster.
Muskie’s predecessor, Cyrus Vance, and
the ardent U.S.-Soviet détentists who
advised him flatly rejected Sweden’s
pressure at the recent Geneva confer-i
ence called to review the unenforce-

2ble 1975 treaty. Vance wanted to limit |
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and its alleged treaty violation sirictly
to Washington and Moscow. :

“1t is far too important for that,” onel|
leading Eurorean ambassador toid us.
“It belongs to ali of us, not just to the
U.S,, because we are all imperiled.” .

Just how imperiled becomes clear
Irom reading the lurid yet understated
inteiligence report recently sent to the
Oval Office. The report fully justifies
the demand for an immediata internas
tional move to insist on ways to enforce
the germ warfare treaty.

In the past few years, the report|
states, the Soviets “have acquired sige}
mificant technology -and equipment,,
built Jargescale biological fermentas
tion facilities and made progress in!
other areas considersd useful skould
Moscow decide to pursue preduction of
biologiczal weazons.” .

Starting in iate May 1579, Tersisient
rumors were heard on the streets ot Mos-
cow~—one of the few places where con-
versation is safe from police discovery—
that a “disaster’”” had occurred in Sverd-
lovik, Workers in an adjcining Sverd-

fovsk institute trying to flee the fatal]
germ poisoning released in the explosion,
“were held inside the facility by security
personnei.” Other wockers, downwind ing
a ceramics factory, died even thoughl
they remained inside their building; ven-|
iilators had sucked in the fatal baeilli
When Soviet. 2authorities finaily de-
cided a public statement was manda
Iy, they blamed the deaths on infection|
from a slaughtered cow that had been:
suffering {rom anthrax. !
‘But that “explanation” of the disaster-
a3 an outbreak of 2 “rare.disease™
called gastric anthrax was undercut:
when a Soviet general, who command-:
ed the installation that housed the!
germ factory, committed suicide. Fur-i
ther weakening the “rare disease®!
myth was the unpublicized arrival of!
Defense Minister Ustinav, one of the;
three or four most powerful men in the!
Kremlin and a possible successor to ail-|
ing President Leonid Brezhnew. i
The question of why a leading mems |
ber of the Politbaro would bother him.'
self about the outbreak of a rare dis-;
€ase in a distant provincial city is so bi- ‘

zatre that the intelligence revort does:
not address it, ’ o L

Adding to evidence that the dead’
died from . pulmonary anthrage-!
breathing in of the biological 2gents !

© released by the accidental explosion,

not infection. from touc or eating .
diseased meat—is the fa)::if%hat “large -
areas around the military installatior .
were graded and covered with aspaly”
fordecontamination. . - - - -
An effective lethal dose of anthraxfor
an average man is about 10,000 Spores,
Accordingly, the death of several hrms.:
dred human beings indicated. “an - ex...
tremely large number of anthrax spores
—-effe:ctively Degating any assessment of :
peaceful or derensive yesearch beinz
conducted” at themilitary facility,

_That is the intelligence iinding given
Jimmy Carter, with ajl its dispassion;
What t0 do about it now Secomes
showease example for Zdmund Sixtus

. Muskie a3 he approaches the most im~-
. portant chailenge in his new job—the,

challenge of how to deal with the !
SovietUnion. =~ . L
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